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Sir: 



Response 



Applicant has fully reviewed the Office Action mailed September 26, 2005, and 
appreciates the Examiner's comments therein. As a preliminary matter, Applicant hereby 
petitions for a two month extension of time under 37 C.F.R. 1.136(a), and files herewith a 
USPTO form PTO/SB/22, therein extending the deadline for responding to February 26, 



2006. 



The Action rejects claim 1 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) in view of U.S. Patent App. Pub. 
No. US 2003/0077321 to Kiel et al. (the "'321 publication"), published /4/>r*7 24, 2003. The 
Action also relies on the '321 publication to reject claims 1, 2 5 and 5-21 under 35 U.S.C. 
§103(a). 

Applicant respectfully submits that the present application was filed March 22, 2004, 
and claims priority to a provisional application filed March 25, 2003. Since the '321 
publication was published after Applicant's provisional application and less than one year 
from the date of the non-provisional filing, it is simply not prior art under 35 U.S.C. § 1 02(b) 
or 103(a). Moreover, since the inventors of the '321 publication and the present application 
are identical, the '321 publication was not described in a published application by "another," 
and 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) is inapplicable. In view of the foregoing, Applicant respectfully 
requests withdrawal of the rejections and allowance of claims 1, 2, and 5-21. 

In the event that some unforeseen issue requires attention, please telephone 
Applicant's attorney to expedite issuance of the patent. In addition to the aforementioned 
extension of time, the undersigned authorizes the deduction of any other necessary fees from 
Deposit Account No. 11-0978. 
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